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Government of Ethiopia on its shortcomings in 
observing democratic principles and human 
rights in that country. 

In June 2005, following a contentious elec-
tion in which then-Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi and his party seemed to suffer unex-
pected losses in the legislature, demonstra-
tors, led by college students, took to the 
streets to protest a delayed release of election 
results. The government’s reaction was to de-
ploy snipers who shot and killed protesters 
and to jail hundreds of others. An increasingly 
violent response to protests took place in No-
vember of that year. The death toll resulting 
from both protests was 193, but the numbers 
arrested has never been confirmed. 

In the summer of 2005, I travelled to Ethi-
opia to assess the situation and met with 
Prime Minister Meles, members of his govern-
ment, political opposition leaders, including 
one of our witnesses today—Berhanu Nega— 
civil society representatives, the religious com-
munity and the diplomatic community. What I 
found was a government leader who was arro-
gant in his certainty that he could arrest his 
political opposition whenever he wanted. I also 
found a political opposition convinced that they 
had won a majority in the legislative elections 
that year. 

Unfortunately, the government’s view won 
the day. Mr. Nega and other political leaders 
and human rights officials were arrested and 
held in jail for more than a year on charges 
that had to continually be changed due to the 
repeated failure to convict them. Some of 
them who managed to be released from jail, 
found themselves forced to live outside their 
home country, such as Mr. Nega. 

The political space for opposition parties 
continues to be constricted. The imprisonment 
and prosecution of political leaders has dis-
solved parties and caused reformulations that 
also weren’t able to continue. Mr. Nega found-
ed Ginbot 7, a new political party in Ethiopia, 
but two years ago, it was declared a terrorist 
organization by the Meles government, and 
not only was it unable to operate openly, but 
Ethiopian journalists were prevented from re-
porting on the party or its statements. 

Similarly, the Government of Ethiopia, ac-
cording to the State Department’s human 
rights report, continued to imprison more than 
400 opposition leaders, activists, and local 
journalists by the end of 2012, many on vague 
national security-related charges. 

As of 2011, the Ethiopian government had 
completed long-term cheap land leases on 
more than 3.6 million hectares (equivalent to 
the size of the Netherlands), mainly to large- 
scale foreign agricultural investors, and an ad-
ditional 2.1 million hectares of land has since 
been made available for such leases to for-
eigners. An estimated 1.5 million Ethiopians in 
four regions have been displaced, many of 
them subject to a supposedly voluntary pro-
gram known as ‘‘villagization.’’ Others dis-
placed due to these land leases or because of 
major dam projects now reside in refugee 
camps in Kenya. 

Despite an unacceptable political and 
human rights environment in Ethiopia, we hold 
out hope that the post-Meles government may 
yet change the direction the government has 
taken for so long. Earlier this month, thou-
sands of Ethiopians protested political repres-
sion in the capital city of Addis Ababa. Under 
the late Prime Minister Meles, such a show of 
defiance likely would have been met with offi-

cial violence and mass arrests, but the gov-
ernment of current Prime Minister Hailemariam 
Desalegn did not react in that way. This is an 
encouraging sign that the current Ethiopian 
government may consider changing its course 
and allowing its citizens to effectively express 
themselves—including at the ballot box. 

Our witnesses last week included the former 
U.S. ambassador to Ethiopia, the U.S. official 
in charge of our significant aid portfolio to Ethi-
opia, the former elected mayor of Addis 
Ababa, a member of the first U.S. delegation 
to meet with the current government and a 
longtime Ethiopian activist on human rights 
issues. 
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Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to congratulate clarinetist Arianna 
Beyer on competing in and winning the 2013 
United States Navy Band High School Con-
certo Competition. This annual competition 
identifies the best high school musical talent in 
the nation and allows the finalists to travel to 
Washington, D.C. to compete for a chance to 
perform a prepared solo piece with the world– 
renowned United States Navy Band. 

For 12 years now, the United States Navy 
Band has hosted this national competition. 
After each student submits an audio recording, 
the United States Navy Band evaluates each 
submission and selects the finalists to come to 
Washington, D.C. to perform at the competi-
tion. This competition is not only used as a 
method of motivating and rewarding inspiring 
musicians, but also to stimulate America’s fu-
ture leaders. In order to win this competition, 
Ms. Beyer sacrificed a vast amount of her time 
and dedicated herself to this goal. Her relent-
less pursuit of maximizing her potential has al-
lowed her to gain tremendous recognition as a 
clarinetist at a young age. Ms. Beyer con-
tinues to go above and beyond all expecta-
tions in her musical endeavors. 

Her accomplishments do not end with win-
ning the United States Navy Band High 
School Concerto Competition. She has ex-
celled in the classroom and as a leader in her 
community. Arianna continues to give back by 
mentoring peers in both music and academic 
curriculums. In addition, Arianna is a 2013 
Emerson Scholar and has received a full merit 
scholarship to attend Interlochen Center for 
the Arts in Michigan this upcoming summer. In 
the fall of 2013, she will begin her dual degree 
studies at the Eastman School of Music and 
the College of Arts and Sciences at the Uni-
versity of Rochester. 

On behalf of the citizens of Central Florida, 
I am pleased to recognize and applaud 
Arianna for her hard work, dedication and 
achievement. She is most deserving of this 
prestigious honor as the winner of the 2013 
United States Navy Band High School Con-
certo Competition. May her character and pas-
sion inspire others to follow in her footsteps. I 
wish her great success as she applies her 
dedication toward even higher pursuits. 
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FOR PROJECT MEND-A-HOUSE 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 26, 2013 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the volunteers for Project Mend- 
A-House. 

A joint effort between private citizens and 
the Prince William County government, Project 
Mend-A-House was created in 1984. At the 
time, Lily Blackwell was a volunteer delivering 
meals to seniors who were confined to their 
homes due to disabilities. Her call to action 
began with the observation that a number of 
seniors along her delivery route could no 
longer perform necessary home repairs. Basic 
home repair and some structural improve-
ments were needed to ensure that these dis-
abled seniors remained safe and independent. 
Ms. Blackwell partnered with Toni Clemons- 
Porter and Lin Wagener of the Prince William 
Area Agency on Aging to create the founda-
tion of an organization that has now provided 
humanitarian assistance for a quarter of a 
century. 

Project Mend-A-House completes home re-
pairs and safety modifications to facilitate 
independent living for seniors, the disabled 
and low-income residents. Over the years, 
projects have ranged from fixing termite dam-
age in an older home to making entire houses 
more accessible with wheelchair ramps, hand 
rails, shower seats and transfer benches. The 
work is truly a community effort. Local cor-
porate partners provide monetary support, vol-
unteers and building materials. Civic associa-
tions and faith based groups contribute hun-
dreds of volunteer hours to Project Mend-A- 
House each year. Project Mend-A-House puts 
everyone to work regardless of skill level to 
improve the quality of life for our disabled, el-
derly and low income neighbors. 

It is my honor to enter into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD the names of the volunteers 
for Project Mend-A-House: 

Lee Bertand, Edie Clark, Don McCubbin, 
Steven Donovan, Rich Feickert, Kristen Hull, 
Tajr Hull, Dave Kaiser, Bob Leiker, Terry 
Lopez, Chris Maddocks, Sally Okuly, Marty 
Raines, Barbara Reese, David Seigrist, Dave 
Rogers, Matt Schaffer, Gail Straker, Guy 
Straker, Therese Swetnam, Terry Swirchak, 
Sarah Tamai. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending the volunteers of Project 
Mend-A-House for their service and in thank-
ing them for their dedication to our community. 
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CELEBRATING THE 2013 STANLEY 
CUP CHAMPION BLACKHAWKS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 26, 2013 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Chicago Blackhawks 
on winning the 2013 Stanley Cup. As the team 
lifted the historic Stanley Cup in the air, it was 
as if they were lifting the City of Chicago itself. 

From beginning to end, the Blackhawks 
were the best team in the National Hockey 
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